THE PLURALISM PROJECT I Harvard University 



ABOUT | CONNECT 



Landscape 



Religion 



Additional Resource e 



AMERICA'S MANY RELIGIONS 



Is 



11 



Unregistered Version ■ 15 day; left! 



A 



knc 



me 1 



• -jLVUPPOrt ^ 
-Ll^^liwI'V^^lif^i.iiH^tJSiriy has following M miration 5: 

You only have L5 days for free trial. All captu r *d images wil be 



- 



Wee 



Created by PC Hand Screen Capture 

To avoid this stamp, buy a license at 
http ://www .sere e n-ca ptu re-record.com 

ILl Ll IC (JUUIL'-CUIUl I i I IC IULC1I I .Tl I III 3. — I 



ds that M 
the Arneri 



jslim sailors journeyed to a land 
can continent This document is 



At 
a 



Older FCtfad Soean I 

ius CE African Muslims to me New 



cor^y^teteafp^a^aiefrrfiitAbu Bakari a king of the Muslim state of Mali in West Africa, initiated 
■eries of sea vovaqes to North America beqinnma in the earlv IBOOs. About the same time, 

RegistEretTBnal 

fifflndingo Muslims from Mali and other parts of West Africa are said to have arrived in the Gulf of 
Mjbtico anRfetesteSfttep the Mississippi River to explore the inter qf of the North American continent. 



30 CE African Slaves Begin 



Remrd Mc Later 



During three centuries of slave trade, over 1 0 million Africans were forcibly brought to the shores of 
Cuba : Mexico. South and North America. Most were taken from West African peoples known as 
Fulas : Fula Jallon. Fula Toro, and Massina. Scholars estimate that 10-50 percent of these slaves 
were Muslim, although most were prevented from practicing their religion. 



ISLAM 

► Introduction to Islam 

► Islam in America 

► The Muslim Experience 

► Issues for Muslims in America 

TIMELINES 




Islam in America 

THE PLURALISM PROJECT (HTTP://PLURALISM.ORG) 



AMERICA'S MANY RELIGIONS 

Islam in America 

1178 CE M usl i ms Sai I to America 

A Chinese source known as the Sung Document records that Muslim sailors journeyed to a land known as Mu-Lan-Pi, which some 
Muslims identify as the American continent. This document is mentioned in the publication The Khotan Amirs, 1933. 

BOOsCE African Muslims to the New World 

According to some scholars, Abu Bakari, a king of the Muslim state of Mali in West Africa, initiated a series of sea voyages to North 
America beginning in the early 1 300s. About the same time, Mandingo Muslims from Mali and other parts of West Africa are said to 
have arrived in the Gulf of Mexico and traveled up the Mississippi River to explore the interior of the North American continent. 

1530 CE African Slaves Begin to Arrive 

During three centuries of slave trade, over 10 million Africans were forcibly brought to the shores of Cuba, Mexico, South and North 
America. Most were taken from West African peoples known as Fulas, Fula Jallon, Fula Toro, and Massina. Scholars estimate that 
10-50 percent of these slaves were Muslim, although most were prevented from practicing their religion. 

1539 CE Spanish Explorers and Spanish Refugees 

Estevanico of Azamor, a Moroccan Muslim, arrived in Florida with the expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez in 1527. He stayed in America 
and joined expeditions across the continent to Arizona and New Mexico. By the late 1700s, historical records indicated the presence of 
Spanish "Moors" living in South Carolina, many of whom were expelled from their homeland by edict of the Spanish Crown. 

1807 CE Omar I bn Said Arrives as a Slave in Charleston 

Omar ibn Said was brought to Charleston, South Carolina, as a slave in 1807. He ran away to escape the hard labor, but was caught 
and imprisoned in North Carolina. Writing in unreadable script and speaking a language no one understood, he was branded a lunatic. 
Governor John Owen bought him and gave him minimal work, granting him a small house on the Owen estate and treating him more 
like a friend of the family. Said wrote an autobiography and maintained contact with other Muslims in the area. 

1S07CE Freed Muslim Slave Remains in America 

Yarrow Mamout, an African Muslim slave, was set free in Washington, D.C. He remained in the United States and became an early 
shareholder in the Columbia bank, the second chartered bank in the country. Today, portraits of Mamout hang in the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania and the Georgetown Public Library in Washington. He is said to have lived to be 128 years old. 

1856 CE Muslim Trains Camels for U.S. Army 

The United States cavalry hired a Muslim named Hajji AN (nicknamed "Hi Jolly" in a mispronunciation) to experiment with raising camels 
in the Arizona desert. 

1893 CE American Islamic Propaganda Movement Founded 

Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb, one of the first Americans to embrace Islam, founded the American Islamic Propaganda 
Movement. At the 1893 Parliament of the World's Religions in Chicago, he lectured on "The Spirit of Islam" and "The Influence of Islam 
on Social Conditions." 

1900 CE First Recorded M usl i m Prayers Held 

Muslims of Arab descent in Ross, North Dakota, gathered in homes for the first recorded communal prayers held by American Muslims. 
190 8 CE M usl i m I mmi grants from the Ottoman E mpi re 

Turks, Albanians, Kurds and Arabs from the provinces of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and other areas of the Ottoman Empire began to 
settle in North America in significant numbers. 

1913 CE Moorish Science Temple of America 

Timothy Drew (Noble Drew AN), reportedly commissioned by the sultan of Morocco to teach Islam to African-Americans, established a 
Moorish Science Temple in Newark, New Jersey. He traveled around the country, encouraging African Americans to explore the Asiatic 
(Moorish) roots of African culture, to respect all divine prophets, to live virtuously and to work for racial equality. 

1915 CE Albanian Muslim Mosque in Maine 

Albanian Muslims built a mosque in Biddeford, Maine and established an Islamic association. In 1919, they established another 
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mosque in Waterbury, Connecticut. These were among the first Islamic associations in America. 



1920 CE Mosque Bui It in Ross, North Dakota 

The small Muslim community in Ross, North Dakota built a mosque for prayer gatherings. Due to the rapid assimilation of this small 
community, by 1948 the building was abandoned and later demolished. 

1920 CE Red Crescent Society in Detroit 

Muslims in Detroit established The Red Crescent Society, a Muslim charity modeled after the International Red Cross. 

1921 CE Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam Comes to America 

Dr. Mufti Muhammad Sadiq founded a branch of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam in Chicago, Illinois. Preaching racial equality, this 
missionary movement was most successful in leading many African Americans to this sectarian form of Islam, until the ideology of the 
Nation of Islam began to exert more influence. Sadiq published a periodical called Moslem Sunrise. 

1922 CE Tatars Build Mosque 

Polish-speaking Tatar Muslims formed a congregation in 1917. It was led by Sam Rafelowich, son of a Polish imam. In 1922 the 
community built a mosque in Brooklyn; this mosque is still in use. The Tatars formed an association in New York called the American 
Mohammedan Society. 

1923 CE A Mosque in Highland Park, Michigan 

An Arabic-speaking employee of the Ford Motor Company built a mosque in Highland Park, Michigan. The mosque closed a few years 
later. 

1925 CE A Mosque in Michigan City, Indiana 

Records indicate the establishment of a mosque in Michigan City, Indiana. 

1926 CE Universal Islamic Society in Detroit 

Duse Muhammad AN established an organization called the Universal Islamic Society in Detroit, Michigan. Its motto was "One God, 
One Aim, One Destiny. "AN had significant influence on Marcus Garvey and his movement of African unity. 

1928 CE Moorish Science Temple of America 

The Moorish Science movement of Noble Drew AN became an incorporated religious organization in Chicago, Illinois. Members 
convened the first Moorish National Convention to encourage the economic independence of African-American businesses, 
participation in politics and the development of programs for poor inner-city youth. 

1929 CE Noble Drew Ali Dies 

Prior to the death of Noble Drew Ali, members of the Moorish Science Temple were involved in small confrontations with the white 
community as well as an internal leadership dispute. One challenger to the leadership of Noble Drew Ali was killed, and the police 
arrested and later released Ali. Ali died mysteriously a few weeks later, and members of the community were divided as to whether his 
successor would be considered a reincarnation of the fallen leader or not. Mainstream leadership passed to C. Kirkman Bey. 

1930 CE The First Muslim Mosque in Pittsburgh 

African-American Muslims establish the First Muslim Mosque in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

1933 CE The Nation of I slam 

Wallace Ford (Fard Muhammad), the mystical figure who introduced the philosophy of the Nation of Islam disappeared in 1933 and was 
succeeded by Elijah Poole (Elijah Muhammad). Under Elijah Muhammad, the movement developed into a strong ethnic organization 
combatting white racism and converting African-Americans to a lifestyle influenced by Islam. A high percentage of African-American 
Muslims today were first exposed to Islam through the Nation. The activist Al Hajj Malik al-Shabazz (Malcolm X) and the boxer 
Muhammad Ali were two early adherents of this movement who later embraced orthodox Islam. 

1934 CE The Mother Mosque of America 

The Lebanese community in Cedar Rapids, Iowa opened its first mosque. This community claims its place of worship to be the oldest 
U.S. mosque, designed and built for Muslim worship, still in use today. 

1939 CE The Islamic Mission Society 

Sheikh Dawood Ahmed Faisal, a Muslim from the West Indies, founded the Islamic Mission Society in New York and began publication 
of a magazine, Muslim Sunrise. 
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the same year that their homeland was partitioned. Many of these immigrant Muslims originally came via ship to the port cities of 
Vancouver and San Francisco in the early 1900s, and later migrated to the Sacramento Valley in search of farming opportunities. Today, 
the Muslim Mosque of Sacramento is one of a number of thriving mosques in the city, with a diverse membership. 

1948 CE Ahmadiyya National Convention 

The Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam gathered delegates from its major mission centers in Chicago, Cleveland, Kansas City, Washington, 
D.C., and Pittsburgh and from smaller communities to elect national secretaries, set up educational and social work programs and 
organize for the propagation of the faith. 

1950 CE Ahmadiyya Headquarters Moves to Washington 

Khalil Nasir, national leader of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, moved the headquarters of the organization to the American Fazl 
Mosque on Leroy Place in NW Washington, DC. In 1994, it relocated to its present headquarters in Masjid Bait ur-Rahman in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 

1952 CE U.S. Military Recognizes Islam 

Muslims in the Armed Services successfully sued to be allowed to identify themselves as "Muslim." They had previously been denied 
this right because Islam was not recognized as a legitimate religion by the U.S. Military. 

1953 CE The Federation of Islamic Associations 

The first national Muslim conference was held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1952, with four hundred Muslims from around North America in 
attendance. This conferenece laid the groundwork for the Federation of Islamic Associations of the United States and Canada (FIA) 
which was founded in July of 1953. The federation's leaders were American-born, educated, professionally successful and military 
veterans: Abdullah Igram of the Cedar Rapids community served as the first President. The FIA emphasized education and public 
relations for the Muslim communities and provided a sense of identity and community for American Muslims. 

c. 1955 CE State Street Masjid 

Sheikh Dawood Ahmed Faisal established the State Street Masjid in New York City to serve the African-American Muslim community. 
The Dar ul-lslam movement was born from this masjid, and it is still an active Muslim center today. 

1957 CE President Eisenhower Dedicates Islamic Center 

The Islamic Center of Washington, D.C., was conceived and built by Abraham Joseph Essa Howar, an immigrant from Jerusalem, with 
significant assistance from the local diplomatic community. Several predominantly Muslim countries contributed to the effort. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower dedicated the Center, citing the "strong bond of friendship with Islamic nations" the United States has enjoyed 
and the multitude of Muslim contributions to American society. 

1962 CE Muhammad Speaks 

The newspaper Muhammad Speaks became the largest minority weekly publication in the country, reaching 800,000 readers at its 
peak. It began as the voice of the Nation of Islam, but as a part of the transition away from the Nation, the newspaper changed names, 
first to Bilalian News, later to The A.M. Journal. This publication is now known as The Muslim Journal. 

1962 CE Islam is Constitutionally Protected "Religion" 

In the case of Fulwood v. Clemmer, concerning religious services for Muslims in prison, the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia determined that Islam qualifies for constitutional protection since it meets the court's definition of religion as "theistic" 
(involving a belief in a supreme being) and of "ultimate concern" to the believer's life. In its decision, the court ordered prisons to 
provide facilities for religious services to Muslims just as to Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish inmates. 

1963 CE First Dar ul-lslam Movement 

African-American converts to Islam sought to create an alternative Islamic community in New York City where they could live out their 
ideals and participate in the militant black challenge to the white establishment. This first attempt broke apart after 1965, but was 
reorganized in 1967. 

1963 CE The Islamic Center of Americain Detroit, Michigan 

The Shi'i community of Dearborn, Michigan, built the first Shi'i mosque in North America, the Islamic Center of America, on Joy Road in 
Detroit. The shaykh, Imam Mohammad Jawad Chirri, solicited funds from Jamal Abdul Nasser, then president of Egypt and a Sunni 
Muslim, for the mosque's construction. Previously, this community had worshipped in Sunni mosques and had maintained a separate 
identity through social functions. 

1963 CE M usl i m Students Associ ati on 

The Muslim Students Association (MSA) was organized to assist foreign Muslim students in American colleges. The MSA now has 
branches at more than 100 colleges nationwide. As the generations of students graduated and settled in the U.S. the MSA gave birth to 
the Islamic Medical Association (IMA) and the Association of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS) in the 1970s, and to the Islamic Society 



3 of 8 



11/08/2014 05:38 r 



Islam in America 

of North America in 1982. 



http://www.pluralism.org/religion/islam/timeline/america 



1964 CE The I si ami c Center of New England 

The immigrant Muslim community that had grown up for two generations around the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy, Massachusetts, 
built the first mosque in New England. The Islamic Center of New England continues to be a focal point for Muslim life in the region, 
providing leadership in a regional association of the dozens of Islamic centers established since. 

1965 CE Assassi nati on of M al col m X 

Malcolm X, who had spoken out against the racial teachings of the Nation of Islam and embraced the broader multiethnic teachings of 
orthodox Islam, was killed as he delivered a speech in Harlem. At the time of his death, he was known as Al Hajj Malik al-Shabazz. 

1965 CE Immigration and Nationality Act 

This act ended the quota system, enacted in 1924, which had virtually halted immigration from Asia to the United States for over forty 
years, and placed significant limitations on immigrants from non-European countries. Following 1965, growing numbers of immigrants 
settled in America; many were Muslim. 

1967 CE Indian Muslims Organize 

Immigrant Muslims from India organized the Consultative Committee of Indian Muslims in order to make the American public aware of 
the plight of Muslims in India. The Committee was active within the MSA for several years, before its main functions were assumed by 
ICNA and relief committees of ISNA. 

1967 CE Dar ul-lslam Movement Begins Again 

African-American Muslims broke away from the State Street Mosque and established their own center in Brooklyn, under the leadership 
of Imam Yahya Abdul-Kareem. After a clash with FBI officials who desecrated the mosque, the brotherhood committed itself to building 
a national Dar ul-lslam federation of Sunni Muslim family communities. 

1968 CE Formation of Hanafi Movement 

The Hanafi Madhhab Center was founded in New York by Hamas Abdul Khaalis, and later moved to Washington, D.C. At one point, the 
movement had over 1,000 members. In 1977, Khaalis and some followers seized three buildings in Washington and held hostages for 
more than a day. Khaalis is now in prison. This violent outbreak marked a crisis in American Muslim history. 

1968 CE First North American J amat Khana 

Immigrant Nizari Ismailis established the first Jamat Khana (house of congregation) in the United States. 

1970 CE Formation of Ansaru Allah 

Isa Muhammad, a former member of the Nation of Islam dissatisfied with the leadership of Elijah Muhammad and with Noble Drew Ali's 
Moorish Science Temple, created a new black religious sect called Ansaru Allah ("helpers of God") in Brooklyn, New York. 

c. 1970 CE Dar ul-lslam Begins Expansion 

After moving to the new Ya-Sin mosque in Brooklyn, the Dar ul-lslam movement organized ministries of Propagation, Defense, 
Information, Culture, Education, Health and Welfare, and Protocol. By the mid-1970s, over 31 mosque-based communities were joined 
by a contract of allegiance; they encouraged the practice of traditional Islam among African Americans in the United States. In the early 
1980s, Imam Yahya Abdul-Kareem declared that the Dar ul-lslam would now be part of an international Sufi community under the 
leadership of Shaykh Mubarik Ali Jilani Hashmi; those who follow Jilani are now Sufis. 

1971 CE I si ami c Ci rcl e of N orth Ameri ca 

A group of South Asian immigrant Muslims created the Islamic Circle of North America in order to propagate Islam in the United States. 
ICNA produces educational materials and organizes annual conferences to discuss issues facing the American Muslim community. 

1971CE Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship 

Sri Lankan Sufi teacher Bawa Muhaiyaddeen established the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship in Philadelphia. His followers, from a 
variety of religious and non-religious, American and immigrant backgrounds, initially did not identify themselves as a "Muslim" 
community. The Fellowship has since developed into a thriving community with a stronger Islamic orientation. 

1970s CE Muslim Professional Associations 

The Association of Muslim Scientists and Engineers was formed in 1971, and the Association of Muslim Social Scientists in 1972. 
1973 CE Shi'ah Mission to Georgia 

Yasin al-Jibouri established the Islamic Society of Georgia, which grew primarily through the conversion of African Americans. The 
Society distributed literature from Iran, East Africa, India and Pakistan which presented Islamic doctrine from a Shi'i perspective. 



4 of 8 



11/08/2014 05:38 r 



Islam in America http://www.pluralism.org/religion/islam/timeline/america 
1975 CE Elijah Muhammad Dies 

Elijah Muhammad, leader of the Nation of Islam movement, dies and is succeeded by his son, Warith Deen Mohammed. Warith Deen 
disbanded the Nation of Islam as an organization and led a majority of its followers toward more universal and orthodox Islam. Imam W. 
Deen Mohammed is now considered one of the most influential Muslims in the United States. 

1977 CE Islamic Coordinating Council of North America 

The Muslim World League, an organization established in Makkah in 1962 to foster the cause of Islam around the world, has provided 
dozens of trained imams for mosques in the United States. The League sponsored the first Islamic Conference of North America in 
Newark, New Jersey, drawing Muslim representatives from around the United States, who then organized the Islamic Coordinating 
Council of North America. This Council encourages cooperation and coordination between various communities and national 
organizations of Muslims. 

1977CE Farrakhan Begins Reorganization of theNation of Islam 

Two years after the death of Elijah Muhammad, Minister Louis Farrakhan officially declared his intention to reestablish the Nation of 
Islam "on the platform of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad." Farrakhan rejected the reforms of Warith Deen Mohammed, reaffirming the 
leadership of Elijah Muhammad as Prophet and insisting that continuing white racism still required the strength of an African-American 
Islam. 

1977CE Chicago Muslims Initiate Educational Publications Project 

The Muslim Community Center of Chicago received support from King Abdulaziz University to develop a full educational curriculum in 
Islamic studies, including graded levels of textbooks, workbooks, activities, teachers manuals and other aids. Kazi Publications 
distributes these materials to Islamic centers around the country. 

1981CE International I nstituteof Islamic Thought 

This independent research institute was founded to revive and promote Islamic scholarship. The Institute publishes college-level books 
offering Islamic perspectives on various academic disciplines, conducts seminars, workshops and conventions and raises funds for 
fellowships in Islamic studies research. 

1982 CE International Islamic Society of Virginia 

Yasin al-Jibouri, who initiated the Shi'i mission in Georgia, established the International Islamic Society of Virginia. The organization's 
goal is to provide with reading materials about Islam. 

1982 CE United Musi ims of America 

Muslims in the San Francisco Bay Area formed an organization called United Muslims of America, said to be the first American Muslim 
organization designed specifically for political action. Chapters later grew in Sacramento and Los Angeles. 

1982 CE Islamic Society of North America 

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) was established in Plainfield, Indiana, by the leaders of Islamic student and professional 
organizations. ISNA is an umbrella organization for many active Islamic groups, including educational, youth, professional, community 
and relief organizations. 

c. 1985 CE Ail-American Political Action Committee 

The Islamic Society of Greater Houston formed the All-American Political Action Committee (AAMPAC) in order to encourage Muslims 
to speak out on political issues of concern to them. By 1987, AAMPAC reported 2,000 members in Houston and Dallas. 

1986 CE Moorish Americans Celebrate Centennial 

Members of the Moorish Science Temple celebrated the centennial of the birth of Noble Drew AN. On this occasion, the governors of 
several states issued official proclamations recognizing the spiritual and ethical contributions of the Moorish community and its 
promotion of good citizenship. 

1986 CE Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Dies 

When Shaykh Bawa Muhaiyaddeen died, he did not designate a new shaykh for the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship but left two 
imams in charge of Friday prayers. The Fellowship maintained its organizational structure and conduct. Books and videotaped 
discourses of the Shaykh are important to the community; classes in the Qur'an and Arabic and the practice of Islamic rituals serve to 
sustain those who affirm a Muslim identity. 

1988 CE Muslim Public Affairs Council 

The Islamic Center of Southern California formed the Muslim Political Action Committee, later named the Muslim Public Affairs Council. 
The Council's aim is to articulate Muslim perspectives on political issues, to inform legislators about Islam, to speak out against 
discrimination, and to encourage greater political participation by Muslims in the American system. 
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1989 CE GeorgiaJ amat Khana Opens 

The Ismaili community opened a major religious and cultural center in Atlanta, Georgia. 



1990 CE American Muslim Council 

Muslims organized a conference called "Muslims Against Apartheid" for Muslims in the United States to discuss their opposition to 
apartheid in South Africa. Out of this conference grew the American Muslim Council, based in Washington, D.C., which seeks to raise 
the political consciousness of the Muslim community and to speak out against instances of discrimination against Muslims. 

1990 CE Murder of Rashad Khalifa 

Rashad Khalifa, an Egyptian-born scientist who served as imam of Masjid Tucson for eleven years, was murdered in the mosque 
before morning prayers. Khalifa was a controversial author who used computer analysis of the Qur'an to establish its miraculous 
character, to determine the date of the end of the world, and to prove he was the messenger of God to the New World. He condemned 
Muslims who followed the Hadith and Sunnah and practiced what he considered the "worship of Muhammad." Khalifa's followers are 
known as United Submitters International, who publish a journal called Submitters Perspective. 

1990 CE Proclamation of the City of Savannah, Georgia 

The city council of Savannah, Georgia, issued a proclamation in recognition of Islam and support for the Muslim community, stating, 
"Al-lslam has been a vital part of the development of the United States of America, and the City of Savannah, Georgia, by promoting 
obedience to the established laws of the land and by encouraging abstinence from all that is wrong." It concluded by proclaiming that: 
"The religion of Al-lslam be given equal acknowledgment and recognition as the other religious bodies of our great city. " 

1991 CE The Islamic Cultural Center of New York 

Sponsored by diplomatic delegations from a number of predominantly Muslim countries, the Islamic Cultural Center of New York has 
become a monumental sign of the Muslim presence in New York City. Designed by Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, this house of worship 
"for the 21st century" sits at the corner of Third Ave. and 96th St. on Manhattan's Upper East Side. 

1991 CE Muslim Prayer in the U.S. House of Representatives 

On June 25, 1991 Imam Siraj Wahhaj, spiritual leader of the Masjid al-Taqwa community in Brooklyn, New York, offered the opening 
prayer in the United States House of Representatives, becoming the first Muslim ever to do so. 

1991 CE Islamic Prison Foundation 

Several Muslim organizations joined together to form an educational foundation for prisoners. This Foundation provides information 
about Islam to inmates in the nation's prisons upon request. 

1991 CE M usl i m M embers of the M i I itary 

The Muslim Members of the Military (MMM) held their first "Unity in Uniform" conference to address the absence of Muslim chaplains in 
the armed services. There are over 5,000 Muslims currently on active duty in the United States military. 

1991CE Muslim Mayor Elected in Texas 

Charles Bilal became the first Muslim mayor in the United States when he was elected to govern the town of Kountze, Texas. 

1992 CE Muslim Prayer in theU.S. Senate 

Imam W. Deen Mohammed, African-American spiritual leader and respected Islamic spokesperson, opened the U.S. Senate with a 
prayer for guidance on February 6, 1992. This was the first time the invocation at the opening of Senate business was offered by a 
Muslim. 

1992 CE Muslims Offer Invocations in California Legislature 

On April 2, 1992, California recognized the significant presence of Muslims in the state by inviting two Muslim imams to lead the 
opening prayers. Imam Dawud Abdus Salaam delivered the invocation for the Senate and Imam Enrique A. Rasheed did the same for 
the State Assembly. 

1993 CE M usl i m Organizations Coordi nate Ramadan Observances 

The Islamic Shura Council of North America, composed of ISNA, ICNA, the Ministry of Imam W. Deen Mohammed, and the community 
under the leadership of Imam Jamil al-Amin, agreed on procedures for the sighting of the moon which begins and ends the holy month 
of Ramadan. This was an important step in American Muslim unity, as many ethnic Islamic centers still look to authorities in their home 
countries for official guidance on such matters. 

1995 CE First J amat Khana Built in the United States 

Groundbreaking Ceremonies for the first Jamat Khana built as such in the United States were held in Dallas, Texas. Gary Blanscet, 
Mayor of Carrolton, was in attendance. 
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1996 CE Breaking of the Fast on Capitol Hill 

On the evening of February 1 3, 1 996, during the month of Ramadan, the daily fast was broken in the Hart Senate Office Building. This 
observance was followed by prayers. Muslims from around the U.S. were in attendance, as were four members of Congress. Among 
those in attendance was Connecticut Senator Joseph Lieberman, an Orthodox Jew. 

1996 CE First E id at White House 

On February 20, 1996, Hillary Rodham Clinton greeted an American Muslim delegation at the White House on the occasion of the feast 
of Eid al-Fitr at the end of the month of Ramadan. 

2001 CE World Trade Center & Pentagon Attacks 

On September 11, 2001 , terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and Pentagon in the United States, claiming to act in the name of 
Islam. The attack, for which the militant organization Al Qaeda, under the leadership of Osama bin Laden, took responsibility, sparked 
enormous change and challenges for relations between Muslims and non-Muslims within the U.S. and throughout the globe. The 
events of 9/11 forced all Americans, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, to consider Islam in global and local contexts, challenging and 
questioning what it meant to be Muslim when the faith had been so loudly and violently usurped by a small minority of Muslims whose 
views are considered by most Muslims to be extreme, and for many, un-lslamic. The 9/11 attacks caused many non-Muslim Americans 
to be suddenly suspicious of all Muslims, causing reactions that targeted Muslims - from hate crimes that targeted Muslims and 
mosques, to increased surveillance of Muslim communities by federal authorities. In turn, American Muslims began to actively and 
collectively reach out to fellow Americans to correct misperceptions about Islam that were instigated by the 9/11 attacks, opening the 
doors of their mosques and cultural centers to all to show to Americans the peace-loving understanding of Islam to which a vast 
majority of Muslims worldwide adhere. 

2003 CE The Buffalo Six 

Six Yemeni-Americans in Buffalo, NY, known as the "Buffalo Six" and "Lackawanna Six," were convicted of supporting al-Qaeda 
materially. They were all American citizens who had received training by Al Qaeda in Afghanistan in 2001 . All six eventually pleaded 
guilty to "providing material support to a [. . .] terrorist organization" and received prison sentences, the longest of which was for ten 
years. 

2006 CE Keith Ellison becomes first Muslim elected to Congress 

In 2006, Keith Ellison of Minnesota became the first Muslim elected to Congress. He was sworn into the U.S. House of Representatives 
on the Qur'an that was owned by Thomas Jefferson. Ellison was re-elected in 2010. 

2008 CE Film: "Obsession: Radical Islam's War Against the West" 

Millions of copies of this 2005 film, which depicts a perceived threat of radical Islam to the West, were distributed for free prior to 2008 
presidential elections, targeting swing states in particular. While the controversial film itself was criticized for construing Islam in a 
monolithically negative manner, many questioned the political implications of its wide and intentional distribution. 

2008 CE America's First Muslim Liberal Arts Col lege Opens 

Zaytuna College opened its doors in Berkley, CA, to encourage deeper engagement between Muslims and scholars of Islam and a 
traditional liberal arts education. Operating under the motto "Where Islam meets America," the school follows a precedent already set 
by Christian and Jewish colleges to foster a multidisciplinary approach to education while simultaneously maintaining a discourse 
rooted in religious tradition. 

2010 CE Opposition to Park51, an Islamic Cultural Center in Lower Manhattan 

Plans to construct an Islamic cultural center in Lower Manhattan caused great controversy and much protest throughout the United 
States. Dubbed by misinformed media as the "Ground Zero Mosque", opponents of the center's construction claimed that the site for 
the Muslim cultural center and worship space would be too close to Ground Zero, claiming it would be "insensitive" to do so. Despite 
continued challenges to the project, both internally and externally, plans for the construction of the center, in that location, continued to 
move forward. 

2010 - 2012 CE M urfreesboro I si ami c Center Controversy 

In 2009, the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro, in Tennessee, made plans to construct a larger cultural center due to support the growing 
Muslim community in the area. Despite initial approval by the town planning commission, vocal and even violent opponents protested, 
going so far as to claim that Islam was not a religion and that the center could pose a Constitutional threat. After two years of court 
disputes and vandalism and arsenal attacks on the property, members of the Murfreesboro Islamic Center were finally granted official 
permission again to occupy their property. 

2010 CE Anti-Shariah Legislation Proposed 

In 2010, Oklahoma residents voted overwhelmingly for a ballot measure that would amend the state constitution to explicitly ban 
Shariah, or, loosely, "Islamic law", from state courts. CAIR, the Council on American-Islamic Relations, took the proposed amendment 
to court, which resulted in a January 2012 ruling that it was unconstitutional to ban Shariah. Oklahoma is one of two dozen states that 
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have considered anti-Shariah legislation, which some attribute to an Islamophobic movement financed by a group of right-wing 
conservatives, including through the controversial Center for Security Policy that disseminated a report on the perceived threat of 
Shariah. 

2010 - 2011CE Qur'an "Put on Trial" in Florida 

Pastor Terry Jones of the Christian Dove World Outreach Center based in Gainsville, FL, announced his plan to burn two hundred 
copies of the Qur'an on the ninth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, garnering much media attention and causing international outrage that 
caused massive and fatal protests throughout the world. While he called off his plan to burn the Muslim holy book on September 11th of 
that year, due to national security concerns that his threat caused, he "put the Qur'an on trial" in 2011 , claiming to find the scripture 
guilty of "crimes against humanity" and subsequently burning it in his church. Jones' behavior has been widely perceived as hateful and 
bigoted and has been condemned by American and global leaders, including President Obama. 

2011CE American Muslim Congressional Hearings 

As Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee for the House of Representatives, Peter King called for and held Congressional 
hearings that questioned the extent to which American Muslims were cooperating in efforts to eradicate homegrown terrorism. 
Opposition to the hearings, which came from fellow congressmen as well groups like the Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC), 
Amnesty International, and the Sikh Coalition, claimed that such targeted generalization of Muslims was divisive and wrong. 

2011CE "All-American Muslim" on TLC 

This television series depicting daily lives of American Muslims in Dearborn, Ml, broadcast for one season on The Learning Channel 
(TLC), emphasizing on mainstream television the common routines shared by Muslim and non-Muslim Americans alike. 

2012 CE Film: 'The Innocence of Muslims" 

A provocative and anti-Muslim film trailer, which denigrates the Prophet Muhammad, was launched on YouTube with Arabic dubbing, 
sparking anti-American protests around the world. The film prompted debate about Internet censorship and freedom of expression 
domestically and globally. 



With thanks to Fareed Numan and the American Muslim Council for assistance in compiling this timeline. 
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